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Author Conversations
Against the backdrop of threats and conjecture from south of the border, for many Canadians 2025

was a year of reckoning and frustration, and a renewed sense of national pride. At The Pearson
Centre, we built on this challenging moment by engaging in conversations with Canadian leaders who

shared insights gained during decades of public service. In online author conversations, we
highlighted three important new books: Be a Good One by Dalton McGuinty; Pursuing a Public Life,

by Sergio Marchi; and Sorry, Not Sorry, by Mark Critch. Notably, all of them offered something
Canadians can use right now: hope for the future.

Former Ontario Premier Dalton McGuinty joined the
Pearson Centre’s Board member Indira Naidoo Harris
for a chat about his book Be a Good One: Words to
Lead By. Through a collection of 357 quotes which
have stood the test of time, McGuinty’s book offers
advice on leadership and growing a career while, most
importantly, remaining a “good one.” McGuinty spoke
of the unique premise on which Canada was founded;
that we can find strength in diversity – diversity of
religion, language, culture. He identified economic
inequality as a key threat to democracy.

If people feel the system has stopped working for
them, he noted, they become vulnerable to
polarizing messages. Most of all, however, he
emphasized the importance of rising above
frustration and anger during the current period of
global democratic decline. Hope is not simply a
passive feeling, he said, it is an active duty, and a
paramount responsibility of our leaders. This is a
moment when those who lead us have an
obligation to be hopeful, and to arm themselves
with faith in the goodness of people.

Be a Good One 



Pursuing a Public Life
The Pearson Centre was pleased to welcome the Hon. Sergio
Marchi, former Liberal Member of Parliament, Cabinet
Minister, and Ambassador, for a conversation about his new
book, Pursuing a Public Life: How to Succeed in the Political
Arena. Drawing on his lifelong commitment to public service,
Marchi’s book weaves together his life story and career with 78
“lessons” about public life. One of Marchi’s goals in the book is
to inspire and encourage young people to step into politics and
public service.

Fittingly, our conversation was moderated by two young
women – Sofia Robinson, The Pearson Centre’s Research
Assistant, and Neva Moffat, currently working in the House of
Commons. Marchi credited the younger generation with a
strong commitment to a healthy work-life balance. He also
acknowledged that the path for women and young people in
politics is more arduous than for men, as they are often not
given winnable ridings in which to run. Political parties need to
do better, he concluded. Pursuing a Public Life, and our
conversation with Marchi, underscored his deep commitment
to serving Canada. Whether at the federal, provincial, or
municipal level, or as a community activist, his message is
clear: “Choose to make our country stronger.”

Sorry, Not Sorry
Canadian actor, comedian, and author Mark Critch
joined The Pearson Centre for a lively conversation
with the Centre’s Board Chair Kevin Bosch and our
CEO Pam Damoff about his new book Sorry, Not
Sorry: An Unapologetic Look at What Makes
Canada Worth Fighting For.

The book’s origin story is unusual in that Critch
originally set out to write a historical novel set in
Newfoundland during the Second World War. But
halfway through, amid the increasingly hostile
tenor of US rhetoric toward Canada, Critch
pivoted to non-fiction, despite being warned by his
publisher that “nobody ever does that.” The result
is Sorry, Not Sorry, a deeply Canadian response to
the frustration and uncertainty of our times – and
the need for something we can laugh about. In his
inimitably hilarious voice, Critch calls on
Canadians to take a stand for our country: “Sorry,
not sorry, but you can’t invade us, please. Thank
you. Sorry for yelling. Won’t happen again.” As
Critch emphasized, if you can laugh at something,
it no longer has control over you.



As part of The Pearson Centre’s mission to stimulate
discussion and debate on important topics of public policy,
2025 certainly kept us busy. In keeping with the legacy of
Lester B. Pearson, we highlighted issues that matter
profoundly to the Centre and that have a direct impact on
the wellbeing of Canadians. We produced opinion pieces,
columns, and commentary that reached audiences across the
country, including the elected officials and policy makers
who shape Canada’s political direction. 

They included: a profile about Lester B. Pearson, in whose
honour and memory the The Pearson Centre was

Analysis and Commentary
established; a case for Canada’s feminist foreign policy; The
Pearson’s Centre’s thoughts on Budget 2025; an article on the
importance of Orange Shirt Day and the deep and lasting harm
suffered by generations of Indigenous Peoples in Canada; a
piece on Canada’s forest fires in the context of global climate
change; a commentary on “she-cessions” and the hidden cost
to women of economic downturns; and a guest column on
Canada’s role in the the future of cancer care.

In all our writings, we offer nuanced arguments based on
evidence, common sense, and a fundamental commitment to
human rights.

The Pearson Centre’s articles are available on our website (thepearsoncentre.ca)

http://thepearsoncentre.ca/


“The Pearson Centre is part of the
resistance, a movement against the

seductive appeal of algorithms drowning us
in our own echo chambers. It's good to be

confronted by ideas that provoke us,
promote understanding and cause us to

reflect. How else can we grow?”

Dalton McGuinty, Former Ontario Premier  



We wouldn’t be able to do
it without you! 



Thank you!

Comments or Questions?
info@thepearsoncentre.ca

Support our Work!
https://thepearsoncentre.ca/donate/

Check Us Out
https://thepearsoncentre.ca/ 


